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May 6, 2020 

 The Ushers will NOT pass among us. 
 

That was a phrase I often mistyped when scripting an invitation for the offering. I was 
attempting to say “The ushers will NOW pass among us.” It’s only one letter different, but 
what a difference one letter makes! Little did I know that one day my mistake would turn 
into reality. The ushers will NOT pass among us with offering plates—maybe never again, 
even when we return. 

 

I cannot count how many people have expressed a fondness for participating in Sunday worship while relaxing at 
the kitchen table with their morning coffee. And I am deeply grateful for the way people have maintained that 
spiritual discipline of Sunday worship (or Monday or Tuesday). Our staff is working hard to offer engaging, 
meaningful weekly worship along with daily meditation, music and fellowship opportunities. But gathering face-
to-face is part of the church’s DNA. So while we attempt to embrace the novelty of our online events, I very 
much look forward to the day when we can safely gather in person! 
 

We don’t know when it will be safe again. We’ve already decided that we will not be open for the month of 
May. We are not sure about the summer months either. It appears the metric for when it is “safe” will ultimately 
be left up to each individual once the governmental restrictions are fully lifted. Our leaders will determine when 
the church will open, first for small gatherings. But you will ultimately decide when you feel safe to return in 
person. Please keep in mind we must balance your tolerance for risk with the safety concerns of our staff. 
 

Because there are so many people at risk in our church community who can join us online, we are investing in 
some new equipment and more energy in maintaining our online opportunities for the long haul. So as long as  
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It feels safer to drink coffee at your kitchen table as part of your worship experience, we intend to offer 
that experience.  
 

If you know someone who has experience or a passion for video production, please let us know. We will 
need some dedicated help in producing both live worship and an online experience. (Full disclosure: I am 
the camera man and have not learned the art of being two places at once!)   
 

In the meantime, thank you for all the ways you continue to be the church in this anxious and uncertain 
time. Through phone calls, ZOOM gatherings, online worship, daily music meditations, Facebook check-ins 
and uncounted acts of kindness and service to each other and the wider community, we are maintaining 
our sense of being church as best we can. When we do gather again, what a treat it will be! And perhaps 
we will not take such a gift for granted for years to come. 
 

With Great Hope, 
Rev. Nathan Miller 

Weekly Schedule of Online Events 
 

Along with Sunday morning web worship, there are many opportunities  
for spiritual nourishment throughout the rest of the week! Below is a  

list of online gatherings currently taking place.  
If you need tech assistance, please email Alex Rodriguez—alex@firstconggreeley.com. 

Sunday 
Worship (available @ 8:00) www.firstconggreeley.com 

 

Sunday Morning Conversation @ 10:00 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/922808341 

 
Wednesday 

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Fellowship time @ 8:00 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82974587682 

 
Thursday 

Scripture Seminar @ 12:30 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88442497979 

 
Saturday 

Guided Centering Prayer @ 12:00 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/greeleyfirstcong/ 

 
Daily 

Music Meditations by Kim Pace: www.firstconggreeley.com 
or YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/c/FirstCongGreeley 

 

Facebook Live Check-Ins weekdays @11:00 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/greeleyfirstcong/ 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82974587682
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88442497979
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Payroll Protection Loan 
Thanks to the hard work of our Treasurer, Tom 
Barbour, and our Financial Secretary, Linda Johnson, 
we are pleased to announce that our church was 

approved for a LOAN through 
the CARES Act, known to many 
as the Payroll Protection 
Act. We have already received 
the funds. The primary purpose 
of this loan is to fund the 

salaries of our staff during this unique season. Some 
other expenses (like utilities) may be included. Though 
we’ve had to change rapidly, it’s more important than 
ever that our church continues to be the presence of 
the Risen Christ in our community. Our expanded 
online presence is the most obvious way we’re staying 
connected, but we have multiple and vigorous avenues 
of outreach into our community.   
 

Because of the swift release of this program through 
the Small Business Administration, policies regarding 
Payroll Protection loans are evolving. The interest rate 
is 1%. A portion of the loan may be forgiven if we 
maintain our current staffing levels, but the criteria for 
loan forgiveness are still being developed.   
  

Several people have pre-paid their pledge for the 
entire year, which has helped tremendously. Along 
with your weekly or monthly offerings—through the 
mail or electronically—I am confident we will be 
sustained for the long haul. Thank you for your 
continued generosity and your commitment to our 
ministries.  

Changing our Vocabulary for Church: “Be” rather than “Go”  
I heard a theologian once quip, “To say the church is a building is like saying that members are 2x4s!” 
  

If one thing has become clear over this time of social distancing, it’s that our church is not our building. We 
are certainly blessed to have such a remarkable building to be the home base for our church’s life and 
mission. But our building is not the Body of Christ. 
  

As Theresa of Avila once said, “Christ has no body now but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks 
with compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands 
through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are 
his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 
  

Though our building has been closed for over a month, our church has been open, alive, and engaged: 
 We have kept in touch with others through countless phone calls. And we encourage you continue to do 

so. “Just to say hi” is reason enough! 
 We have connected through Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook. Many of you have been willing to step into 

a new online world to participate in these gatherings. Thank you! And if you are still feeling apprehensive 
– that’s very understandable. Please don’t give up! Contact the church office to arrange a time for Alex 
Rodriguez to help answer your questions.  

 Members have run errands for each other. 
 Our Cabinet, Trustees, and Committees continue to meet to ensure the health and vitality of our 

community is being tended to.  
 We have offered weekly snacks to staff at Fairacres Manor to show our support for their work. And 

we’ve gotten the snacks from local small businesses to help support them during this time as well. 
 We sent NoCo Nosh gift cards to Heath staff  members as a small sign of our appreciation for their hard 

work during this challenging time.  
 Members provided meals for the Cold Weather Shelter and continue to sign up for shifts at the Weld 

Food Bank. 
 Members are assisting with community efforts to make and deliver masks to health care workers and 

other emergency personnel in our community.  
 Through our Easter offering, we were able to contribute nearly $4,500 to the Weld Recovers Fund. 
  

Through this unprecedented time, may we be reminded of the true nature of church. Dropping off food for 
the homebound, making calls to lift someone’s spirits, running errands for others, spending our time and 
resources to assistance our neighbors in need: We don’t just go to church; we are the church. 
 

Rev. Ben 

Scripture Seminar 
Resumes on Zoom  

Are you interested in 
learning more about the 
Bible? Scripture Seminar 
is a weekly class that 
walks through the books of the Bible, discussing 
both the text and the story behind the text—
like context, culture, translations, etc. Join us on 
Thursdays from 12:30 to 1:30 for conversation 
and questions as we seek to deepen our 
understanding and appreciation for scripture.   

 

Wednesday Evening  
Prayer and Fellowship on Zoom 

We are replacing our Tuesday and Thursday 
evening vespers with a Wednesday evening 
gathering from 8:00 to 8:45. This time will be an 
opportunity to connect with our church family 
and share a time of prayer and meditation.   

 

Webcast Help 
Want to read scripture or invite the offering for 
our Webcasts? Please let Rev. Ben or Rev. Nate 
know of your interest. You can film from home 
and send us the clip. More instructions will be 
provided to volunteers. 
 

YouTube Update 
Thanks to all who subscribed to our YouTube 
channel. With 100 subscribers, our content will 
reach more viewers across the YouTube 
platform.  

Ministerial Search Update 
Later this month, members of our 
Cabinet plan to approve a process for 
proceeding with our search for a 
Minister - Head of Programs. We 
were unable to hold a congregational 
vote in March that would have 
invited Rev. Ben Konecny to move to the Head of Staff 
position effective January 1, 2021. Our by-laws only 
allow for in-person meetings of the congregation. Since 
that is not possible at this time, the Cabinet will offer a 
plan for how we proceed in the most transparent and 
fair manner, ensuring that everyone in our church 
family has a chance to be heard while not delaying our 
search process. Please look for our special mailing later 
this month. 

FCC Member Garden Tour? 
Ah, Spring. We are usually very excited about 
the prospect of getting out in our gardens and 
digging and planting. The last couple of years, 
spring has not been kind to our member garden 
tour. This year, we have 
another obstacle with the 
COVID-19 virus. If you would 
be interested in having your 
church friends visit your 
gardens later in the year—
late August or September—please watch for a 
meeting when our “usual” is more what we’re 
used to. You can also phone or email Judy Smith 
if you’re interested:  

smith.jmwrh@gmail.com or 970-415-2205. 

The  

Board of Trustees  

at work 


