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Pause in the Presents
Have you ever noticed how our lives rarely follow a linear line from "to-do" to "done" that we 
imagined adult life would be? Our lives might truly reflect those old "Family Circus" cartoons where 
little Billy had a hundred detours from point A to point B. But what if we could embrace the detours 
and the pauses? What if they were actually spiritually important? Faith researcher Trevecca Okholm 
contends that life's pauses and detours are teaching moments for reverence, or "moments of 
inarticulate awe of the majesty of God."

We see the pauses and detours embraced in our spiritual ancestors - from Abraham and Sarah to 
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. God redirected them, they paid attention, and the course of history was 
changed!

We embrace pauses by paying attention to the treasures that may be hiding in plain sight: the 
setting sun, the sparkling frost, a child’s creations, the stillness of a winter night. We can embrace 
detours by laughing, taking a deep breath, and saying a prayer. In those pauses and detours, God has 
a chance to show up.

Like all good things in this 21st century life, noticing pauses and detours doesn't tend to just happen. 
Okholm states that "seeking treasures and experiencing reverence does not just happen unless we 
are being intentional about paying attention and being willing to take detours in our busy lives." The 
payoff, however, can be great.

Can I invite you to embrace the pauses and detours this season? I’m sure they’ll be many - blessings 
on the adventure of noticing where God may be this season! 

In playful joy, 
Tammi 

Christmas CDs
Christmas is around the corner and the gift of 
music makes a great stocking stuffer.  Kim Pace 
has three organ CDs: A Quimby Christmas, A 
Lenten Journey, and Quimby at 10 - all available 
in the church office for a small donation to 
FCC's music ministry.  Also, Kim has a new 
website: KimPacePipeDreams.me, where you 
can listen to her organ albums, concerts, and 
music meditations.

Praxis at WNL in the New Year
Mark your calendars for an all-new Praxis 
offering in the new year. From January 12 
through to February 23, we will be exploring a 
Theology of Embodiment, discovering new 
ways to encounter the Divine as it dwells 
within our BODIES. Over the course of seven 
weeks we will do gentle yoga (with Rev. 
Tamara), try Tai Chi (with Whitney 
Janzen-Pankratz), practice intuitive nutrition 
(with Cindy Dallow), and explore radical 
self-love through the work of Sonya Renee 
Taylor (as led by Kate Norris). Instead of making 
(and breaking) another resolution, we invite 
you on a spiritual journey of self discovery. 
While ALL BODIES AND ABILITIES ARE 
WELCOME, we will ask that after the first week 
new folks not join the group without first 
contacting Rev. Tamara.

Epiphany: Visioning Sessions
Just as Advent is a season of waiting, Epiphany 
is a season of discernment. During Epiphany 
we celebrate the manifestation of God in Jesus, 
and of the risen Christ in our world. Christians 
are invited to consider how Jesus lived into his 
calling and how we can continue his work in 
the world today. As such, Rev. Ben and I plan to 
continue our listening sessions, but this time 
we will shift our focus to values and visioning. 
Who are we called to be as a church? How do 
we embody that call? How and when do we 
experience the sacred in our collective life? 
When do we experience a sense of place or 
belonging? What are our values and how do 
they shape our vision for where we are headed? 
Once again, we will be listening for the wisdom 
of the Spirit through the voices of our 
community. Please join us for one of these 
sessions: 

Wednesday, January 5 at 6:30 in Chadwick 
(during WNL)

Monday, January 10 at 10am in the Library
Thursday, January 13 at 7pm via Zoom

Annual Meeting
Mark your calendar for the 152nd Annual 
Meeting of First Congregational Church on 
Wednesday, January 26 from 6:30-8:00. Come 
early for dinner starting at 5:30.  Childcare will 
be available. 

Thanks for Your Support
Thank you for supporting our recent holiday 
gift sales! Ten Thousand Villages raised nearly 
$13,000; our kids raised $300 for Heifer 
International, and our bake sale in memory and 
honor of long-time organizer Carol Pepin 
raised $60.

Habitat for Humanity Knitting Sale
Our Needlers for Habitat will be selling their 
creations on December 12. Look for us in 
Chadwick Hall. There will be an exceptionally 
beautiful and well-made afghan sold by silent 
auction. Come and check it out and get your 
bid in! All proceeds will benefit the work of 
Greeley-Weld Habitat for Humanity. Payment 
for items can be made by cash or check.

Landscaping Renewal Phase 1 Design Plans
We were blessed by the opportunity to have 
Annie Barrow create the plans for the first 
phase of our landscape renewal project. Annie 
is a horticulturalist with the Denver Botanic 
Gardens who has created design plans for 
numerous organizations and communities 
throughout Colorado. Her landscape design 
plans for our church were paid for by The 
Northern Water Conservancy District. You can 
view these initial plans for our landscape 
renewal project in Chadwick Hall and on our 
church website’s capital campaign page.

Be a part of our Tech Team
We are looking for help with livestreaming and 
running our sound system. Training will be 
provided. No previous experience is needed. 
Please contact Whitney if you are interested in 
learning more. Youth are welcome!



Giving from Your IRA
You can use your Required Minimum 
Distribution from your IRA to make a 
difference and not pay taxes. How? By gifting 
it to the church toward your pledge and/or 
the church capital campaign. Using your IRA 
can be ideal for charitable donations. Rather 
than passing these assets to a beneficiary — 
who will likely pay taxes when the inherited 
IRA is distributed — you can give assets 
directly to charity by taking a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution. A QCD will count 
toward satisfying your required minimum 
distribution, and neither you nor the charity 
will have to pay income taxes.

If you have reached age 70½ or older you can 
give up to $100,000 tax-free from your IRA 
directly to a qualifying charity, whether or not 
you itemize deductions on your tax return. If 
you use the standard deduction, you will 
generally receive no tax benefit from a regular 
charitable contribution.

Please discuss income tax implications and 
estate planning objectives with your tax 
advisor for guidance on your specific situation 
and any changes in the tax codes.

You can gift stocks, mutual funds, and cash 
directly from your brokerage IRA account to 
the church’s investment account. Interested? 
Please contact the church office.

A Note from Whitney
In one of my seminary classes recently, 
someone said “our theology lives incarnated in 
our bodies.” This has stuck with me as we move 
into Advent, a season of waiting for incarnation 
- God with us. How do we invite the 
incarnation of God not only into our 
candlelight service and traditions, but also into 
our own bodies? We get caught up in the 
pouring out of our time, energy, and love. Our 
theology rightfully inspires us to move and do 
in solidarity with those on the margins of 
society. However, I wonder if we lose track of 
the truth that even before all the doing we are 
loved by God. This Advent, I invite you to the 
waiting and longing anticipation of God in your 
body. Consider that God is present with you in 
your breath and your rest. God is in chapped 
lips, winter walks, and deep belly laughter. God 
loves us profoundly in our grief, isolation, 
illness, and pain. When you meet your body in 
these days of Advent (in a favorite meal, yoga, 
prayer practice, nap…) I invite you to meet 
yourself offering that experience as a gift to 
one deeply loved by God. Knowing that you are 
an incarnation of love; an image bearer of God 
with us.

Brady Ross’ Resignation
I am sad to announce the news that Brady 
Ross is resigning as our Youth Minister. In his 
time with us this fall, Brady has been 
instrumental in helping our high school and 
middle school youth reconnect with each 
other and our wider church community. 

As Brady shared in his letter to the church that 
was emailed to the congregation on November 
28, his decision to resign and move back to 
Minnesota was prompted by his recognition 
that he needs to be closer to family in this 
season of life. Brady’s last day with us will be 
December 20. I am grateful for the significant 
impact Brady made through his ministry at 
FCC.  

Please know of the ongoing commitment Rev. 
Tamara and I have for vibrant youth ministry 
at FCC. We will share more information about 
our transition plans as they are available.   

With Hope,
Rev. Ben

2022 Annual Pledges
Your annual pledge helps to sustain the life and 
mission of First Congregational Church. If you 
have not yet had an opportunity to turn in your 
2022 pledge card, you can do so by sending it 
to the church office or dropping it in the 
offering box on Sunday morning. If you need 
any assistance making an annual pledge, please 
contact the church office.

In Memory
Please hold the families of the following people in 
your prayers as they grieve and celebrate the life 
of their loved ones:

Polly Cronin
December 27, 1931 - November 24, 2021
Services will be held after the new year

Dick Boettcher
October 25, 1926 - November 27, 2021

Services will be held Saturday, December 4 at 2pm 
in the sanctuary

Ruby Ankeney
May 25, 2021 - November 28, 2021

Services will be held Wednesday, December 15 at 
11am in the sanctuary

Advent & Christmas Worship Calendar
Sunday, December 5
8am & 10am Worship

Sunday, December 12
10am Worship ONLY (No 8am Worship)
Music Sunday, feat. Handel’s Messiah

Sunday, December 19, 2021
8am & 10am Worship

10am - Christmas Pageant

Wednesday, December 22, 2021
6:30pm - Blue Christmas

Friday, December 24, 2021
5pm & 8pm Christmas Eve Worship

Weld Food Bank Ornaments
You are invited to make a gift to support the 
Weld Food Bank in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Ornaments will be used to decorate 
the Christmas tree in our sanctuary and the 
names of all those we remember will appear in 
the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please note “Weld 
Food Bank Ornament” on your gift and be sure 
to include how you’d like your memorial listed.

Advent Concert Series
Our Advent Concert Series is back! All concerts 
are free and open to the public. We hope you’ll 
join us! 

UNC’s Chamber Choir
December 5, 2021, 2pm

First Congregational Chancel Choir presents 
Handel's Messiah

December 12,  2021 , 10am (during worship)

John Mills, Christmas Songs
December 15, 2021, 6:30pm (during Praxis)

Tim Coons, Family Christmas Concert
December 19, 2021, 11:45am

Light refreshments provided

Advent Listening Sessions
Advent is a liturgical season of waiting, 
watching and listening for the rebirth of light 
amidst this season of darkness. This year has 
seen a lot of change at FCC, from the ways we 
worship to the staff who help guide the church 
into its unfolding future. There is joy and 
possibility here, but also anxiety and grief. So 
we’re taking the call of Advent to heart. We’re  
slowing down, making space, and listening for 
the wisdom of the spirit through the voices of 
our community. Please join us for one of the 
remaining sessions: 
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30 in Chadwick 

(during WNL)
Monday, December 13 at 10am in the Library

In Greeley for Good Capital Campaign Update
We are thrilled to announce we have received 
$1,211,748.00 in pledges and gifts to our capital 
campaign! Thank you to all who have so 
generously contributed. This is a significant 
moment for us to celebrate as a congregation 
as we invest in the future of this community. 
Gifts and pledges can still be made by turning 
in a capital campaign pledge card to the church 
office or in the offering box.  
We are excited to move into the next phase of 
our capital campaign as your church leadership 
begins constructing a timeline for projects to 
get started. Please stay posted for updates and 
for ways to continue to share your feedback.

End-Of-Year Gifts & Office Hours
Any end-of-year gifts must be received by the 
office by Friday, December 31 at 1pm to be 
reflected on your 2021 Giving Statement. 

The church office will be closed Monday & 
Tuesday, December 27-28 for Christmas. We 
will be closed Monday, January 3 for New 
Years.

Heath Middle School Giving Tree
We will continue our tradition of offering gifts 
cards to assist Heath Middle School families 
over the holiday season. You can contribute a 
cash or check gift by putting it in the offering 
box on Sunday morning or sending it to the 
church office. Please note “Heath Middle 
School” on your gift. We will collect 
contributions through December 13.


