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December 4, 2019 

 We recently completed our first step in a rather comprehensive program of 
discovery, led by our facilitator, John Laster of Horizons Stewardship. Nearly 200 of 
you participated in at least one of Sharing Our Story, Parts 1 & 2. The purpose was 
to answer a couple of questions: “Who are we really?” and “What is our vision for 
the future?” In any church that hopes to thrive, these questions need to be 

answered from time to time with clarity. If we ended the process now, we would have a great start in reshaping 
and defining our mission (which doesn’t change for decades) and our vision (which should be revised every 3-5 
years). The most practical and immediate advantage of doing this work will appear as we prepare our church’s 
profile to use in searching for a new minister next year. But there is so much more. As we look forward to our 
next 150 years of ministry, a fresh sense of our mission and vision will provide a path for years to come.   
 

Apparently, as we rolled out this endeavor, we failed to communicate another crucial component of our 
program. The time may be ripe for us to engage in a Capital Campaign early next year. Our Trustees are diligently 
putting together a proposal for exactly what we’d be raising money for, but you can imagine that the demands of 
our property and the length of our wish list assure that the task will be one of prioritizing.   
 

So it is this confluence of events coming up in 2020 that call us to these sacred conversations about our mission 
and our vision for the future. We believe our approaching 150th anniversary, our anticipated staff changes and 
some much-needed upgrades to our facility and imagining new program possibilities make this an optimum time 
for a Capital Campaign.   
 

Later this month, Horizons Stewardship will provide a comprehensive report that includes a description of 
attitudes and actions that impact our church’s culture. Early next year there will be further conversations that  
 

 

(Continued on facing page) 

will lead to a Feasibility Study. If it appears there is adequate support for a successful Capital Campaign, 
we may move forward.   
 

So all these extra gatherings and conversations are not peripheral. They go to the very heart of our shared 
ministry. Our church has been so richly blessed. We now stand at the threshold of sharing our gifts into 
the future.    
 

With Great Hope, 
Rev. Nathan Miller 

(Minister’s Message—Continued from cover page) 

Have you signed up to help the church simply by doing your grocery shopping?  
 

King Soopers Rewards is a very simple way to support our church. All you need to do is 
link your King Soopers Card with our church’s rewards account. Then every time you 
shop, 5% of your purchases go to the church. Yes, it’s that easy, and yes, it makes a big 
difference! If you would like assistance signing up, please contact the church office. 

Stories of  the church’s generosity and care making a difference in our community  
Because of your generosity, our church is able to offer neighbors in our community support that makes a 
significant difference in their lives. We recognize that this work often happens behind the scenes, so you 
may not know the impact of your generosity. The Outreach Ministry Group would like to regularly share 
stories with you in the Bell about how your generosity impacts the lives of our neighbors. To ensure the 
confidentiality of those we assist, we will share stories without identifying information.   
 

This past month, in collaboration with Heath Middle School counselors and 
Women2Women, we were able to help a mom and her three children remain in their 
house. The mom expressed gratitude for this assistance that helped her and her family 
stay safe and warm in the midst of the winter weather and the upcoming holiday season. 

Your Tool Box/Tool Belt  
Is Welcome Here!  

Got the will and the skill to 
build or fix things around the 
house . . . or to beautify, 
modify or repair surfaces, fixtures, equipment, 
high-tech or otherwise, at home? How about 
doing so at your "church-home" with an offering 
of another sort?  
 

We would like to match your skills with our 
facility’s needs as they arise. Please contact Bill 
Elder, Yvonne Zack, Tyler Rossmsan, or Wayne 
Trainor to add your name and skill set to our 
church’s “Repair Roster” (a contact list of those of 
us willing to occasionally tackle, either alone or 
with others, some of our church’s own "home 
improvement needs").  



5:00 & 10:00  p.m. 

 

Dinner @ 5:30 in 
Chadwick Hall 

Programs @ 6:30 
 

Here’s the schedule for December 11: 
 

6:30 p.m. 
For Kids: 
 Rainbow & Jubilation choir rehearsal—

lower level 
 Middle School Youth Group—led by Robbie 

Carlson, Youth Room 
 

For Adults: 
 Taizé Worship—Join us in the Chapel for a 

time of contemplative singing and silence. 
 

7:30 p.m. 
 High School Youth Group—led by Robbie 

Carlson, Youth Room 
 

On December 18, we will meet at the church  
at 5:30 for dinner, then leave at 6:00 to go to 

Grace Pointe for Christmas caroling. 
 

NOTE: There will be no  
Wednesday Night Live dinner or  

programs on December 25 or January 1. 

Advent Workshop 
It’s hard to believe, but 
the Advent Workshop is 
almost here! Get ready for 
Christmas with wreath 

making, ornament creating, and other fun 
holiday crafts at this year’s Advent Workshop 
on December 8 after the 10:00 worship. Please 
contact Robbie Carlson if you are willing to 
bring a pot of soup to share for lunch! 

Music Sunday 
December 22 

10:00 a.m. 

Seasonal music 
presented by the 
Chancel Choir 

 YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 

YOUTH ROOM 

Middle School at 6:30 
High School at 7:30 

Christmas Eve Offering 
Gifts to our Christmas Eve 
offering will go to the 
Christmas Fund of the United 
Church of Christ, providing aid 
to retired and active ministers 
and their surviving families who 
are in financial crisis. 

It’s Poinsettia Time! 
If you would like to sponsor a 
memorial or celebration poinsettia 
to enhance our worship space 
during Advent, please stop by the 
church office to sign up. The cost is 

$10 each, and the flowers will be delivered after 
Christmas to our members who are homebound or 
reside in extended care facilities. Last day to sign up 
is Thursday, December 19. 

Tuesday Advent Concert Schedule 
 

December 10, 12:15 p.m. 
John Mills, trumpet 

Gary Dempsey, piano 
 

December 17, 12:15 p.m. 
Dick Jamieson Saxophone Ensemble 

 

Concerts are free and open to the public. 
A soup lunch will be served in Chadwick Hall 

immediately following the concerts. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
This year’s Christmas 
Pageant will be held 
at the 10:00 worship 
service on December 
15. Shepherds, 
angels, donkeys and 
camels—come one, 
come all, as we celebrate the story of Jesus’ birth in a 
manger! There will be a rehearsal for the pageant on 
Saturday, December 14, from 9:00 to 11:00. Please 
contact Robbie Carlson if your child would like to 
participate. 

Blue Christmas Worship and Potluck 
As the Christmas season comes upon us, it can feel 
expected that everyone is merry and of good 
cheer. But for a variety of reasons, Christmas can 
be a challenging time for many. As we prepare for 
Christmas this year, we will offer a time of worship 
and fellowship that will be a little quieter and open 
to whatever feelings this season stirs up for people, 
including those who are less than cheerful and 
merry. Our Blue Christmas Worship will be held on 
Saturday, December 21, at 5:00 in the Chapel, 
followed by a potluck at 5:45 in Chadwick Hall.   

Heath Middle School Giving Tree 
We are grateful to have the 
opportunity to once again help Heath 
families this Christmas season. Please 
stop by the Giving Tree at the church’s 
west entrance to pick up a donation 

envelope. Donations can be dropped off in the 
church office until Monday, December 16. 

We’re Getting Social!  
We hope you have noticed 
that our presence on social 
media is growing. A special 
thanks to our new 
Communications Specialist, 
Alex Rodriguez, who is 
helping to expand our online presence. You can 
stay involved and help promote what’s 
happening at our church by liking and following 
our church on the following platforms:  
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/greeleyfirstcong/   
Twitter: https://twitter.com/firstgreeley  
Instagram:  
https://www.instagram.com/greeleyfirstcong/ 
Website: https://www.firstconggreeley.com/  
Youtube channel:  First Cong Greeley 

“Count Me In!” Update 
We had a wonderful 
chili lunch last month to 
kick off our “Count Me 
In” to kick off our 2020 

Generosity program.  So far we have received 
181 pledges in financial support promised for 
next year. We hope to have more than 220 
pledges on hand by the end of the year. If you 
have not made a pledge, please pick up a card 
in the narthex or at the church office.   

Advent Spiritual Retreat Day  
at the Abbey of St. Walburga 

Join us on Thursday, December 19, 
for a day of prayer, silence, and 
reflection at the Abbey of St. 
Walburga as we prepare ourselves for Christmas. 
We will leave at 10:00 and return to the church by 
7:15. Please contact Rev. Ben if you would like to 
attend or if you have any questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/greeleyfirstcong/
https://twitter.com/firstgreeley
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