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Happy Spring! I hope that you and your families are staying well, 
finding good company with loved ones, and enjoying the return of 
warmer weather. I write this article with a bittersweet awareness that 
in a few weeks’ time, I will conclude my ministry here at First 
Congregational Church. My last Sunday with you will be May 23 and I’ll 
be making my transition to Utah over Memorial Day weekend. These 
last four years of my time on staff has been such a gift, both 
professionally and personally.

I have treasured my time getting to know all of our families - thank you for allowing me to be part of 
your lives over these last few years! I have been in awe of how our young people express themselves 
in ways that are unique, thoughtful, and inquisitive. I have also deeply cherished the opportunity to 
work with such an incredibly collegial and collaborative staff team.

I’m so very glad I’ve been able to see many of you in person over the last few weeks and have the 
opportunity to return to the church and worship together once again after a year’s time. It’s been 
wonderful to spend time with our kids on Sunday mornings, and I’m grateful to be able to host our 
youth groups again. Of course, this all reminds me of the sadness that comes with departing this 
position. But I do so with great hope and confidence for your future as a dynamic, loving and 
beloved community. The ‘sweet’ part of the bittersweet is the tremendous gratitude I feel for my 
time here and this opportunity to serve as your Minister of Youth and Families. Of course, I am also 
very much looking forward to my move.                                                                 

  (continued on reverse)

(Minister’s Message, continued from cover page)

Many of you know that this congregation has also meant a lot to Sara over the years. She has visited 
many times, participated in summer programs, served many of our kids and youth as a Camp 
Director at La Foret, and has become a friend to many. Thank you for all the ways you have made 
her feel as welcome as you did with me. We will certainly not be strangers! :-)

Thank you for supporting our program ministries for kids and youth, and for your willingness to try 
new things and participate in new ways in this unusual year. May your ministry together continue to 
be a blessing to our congregation and our community!                                                         Love, Robb

“[This work we do] involves that most delicate field of human effort— the relations between 
human beings; and it involves, further, the development and growth of that which we count 
most precious - our children.” -“Unca” Lou Handler, Co-Founder of Camp Tamakwa

Celebration of Graduates 
Please let us know if you have a graduate in 
your family that we can celebrate with you. You 
can email names of graduates and where they 
are graduating from to Laura - 
laura@firstconggreeley.com. We would like to 
recognize our graduates during worship on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23.

We are so excited to welcome you back for 
Vacation Bible School this summer! Partnering 
with Heifer International, we will learn how 
our faith informs the ways in which we can 
join together with our global communities to 
help improve income, nutrition, and 
sustainability for struggling families around 
the world. We’ll be celebrating our planet and 
all of creation, as well as the communities we 
share each day as a human family in God’s 
world.

We’ll spend three of our days in-person, 
masked and socially distanced outdoors at the 
church with lots of crafts and games; and we 
will also have an online component as well. 
Mark your calendars for June 28th-July 2nd 
this summer!

Registration is coming soon via our church 
website. 

Thank You, Teachers!
We want to give a huge THANK YOU to all the 
volunteers who have served our faith formation 
ministry for kids over this unusual year. 
Starting with our at-home VBS experiment last 
summer, to our folks who have helped 
pre-record lesson videos, read storybooks, and, 
most recently, help lead our outdoor 
‘classrooms’ on Sunday mornings. You are so 
appreciated!

Office Closed
The office will be closed Monday, May 31 in 
observance of Memorial Day.

mailto:laura@firstconggreeley.com


New Software System
Late last year, we implemented a new Church 
Management Software system that allows us 
to manage our membership & financial 
databases, among many other things, in a 
much more efficient way. There are a host of 
benefits to the congregation that come with it, 
as well, including full access to your automatic 
giving or giving history, event sign ups, an 
online directory, and more!

Over the next few months, we will begin to roll 
out the new system, called Realm, to you! 
None of it is meant to replace the work we do 
in the office, but will help us to streamline that 
work! On Wednesday, May 12, you will receive 
an email blast from Laura with an instructional 
video and directions for your initial login. You 
will also receive a second email inviting you to 
log into Realm from 
notifications@onrealmmail.org with the 
subject First Congregational Church: Join Our 
Online Community! We encourage everyone to 
find a few minutes in that week to follow those 
instructions and log in. While there are a lot of 
things you can do in the new system, getting 
everyone logged in will be the first step!

Music for the Soul
The Fellowship Team is kicking off a special 
offering for this summer - an outdoor 
Wednesday night concert series called Music 
for the Soul. It will begin with the arrival of a 
food truck at 6pm. The opening act will kick off 
the music at 6:30, and our headliner act will 
begin at 7. All concerts will take place in the 
courtyard. So, bring a blanket or lawn chair, 
your mask and a picnic. We look forward to 
celebrating summer, music and community 
with you!

Concert Schedule:
May 26: John Mills Orchestra

June 16: Liam Garcia
July 14: Tim Coons

July 28: TBA
August 11: TBA

Summer Worship Plans
We are so glad to have the opportunity to worship 
again in person! For the time being, we will be 
continuing in-person worship outdoors, as we 
believe this is still the safest option for our entire 
community to be together. We will also continue 
to offer an online worship service that is released 
on Sunday mornings at 8:00am on our website, 
YouTube, and Facebook pages.

Strengthen the Church - May 23
The Strengthen the Church offering is 
gathered around Pentecost and supports both 
new church plants in the UCC, as well as 
innovative ministries in existing churches. You 
may contribute to the Strengthen the Church 
offering by noting “Strengthen the Church” on 
the memo line of your check, by giving on our 
website and selecting “Strengthen the 
Church,” or by texting FCCG to 73256 and 
following the text-to-give instructions.

Join the Fellowship Team
Have you ever wanted to be a part of the 
Fellowship Committee but couldn’t meet 
during the day? This is the opportunity you 
have been waiting for! Starting in June we will 
meet the second Sunday of each month right 
after worship. Contact the office or Rev. 
Tamara if you are interested in fellowshipping 
with us. We would love to have you.

Tree Blessing
On Sunday, May 9 following the 10am outdoor 
service we will be blessing a newly planted 
Chinkapin Oak tree generously donated by 
Judy Smith. It was given in celebration of our 
church’s ongoing and future growth. We will 
gather on the southeast lawn, close to the bell 
tower where our tree is planted. Please join us 
as we continue to recognize our past and 
future in the Greeley Community.

Church Work Day
We will host an exterior work day Saturday, 
June 22, beginning at 8am. We are in need of 
people, wheelbarrows, pickups, shovels, rakes, 
and muscles to help us move mulch. For more 
information or questions, please reach out to 
the office.

Summer Kick-off Picnic 
Join us on June 6 for a picnic at church after 10:00 
worship. For the safety of our gathering, we will 
ask people to observe social distancing and to 
wear masks while not sitting down to eat. 
Vegetarian options will be available. Please RSVP 
by reaching out to the church office 
(970-353-0828 or laura@firstconggreeley.com).

GoFundMe for Rev. Juvenal Cervantes
Rev. Juvenal Cervantes, pastor of St. John's 
UCC in Greeley, recently shared that he and 
his family have been experiencing significant 
financial hardships from medical bills resulting 
from two different car accidents. You can 
assist Rev. Juvenal by donating to his 
GoFundMe campaign that can be found on our 
church’s Facebook page or by going to this 
website -  https://gofund.me/00b5238d. Rev. 
Juvenal and his family have expressed 
gratitude for any assistance we can offer.

Phone System Upgrade
We have recently upgraded the phone system 
throughout the building. Although we expect 
no issues, as our number is transferred from 
our old provider to our new provider, there is 
the possibility of a brief service interruption. If 
this should occur, we will post an update on 
our social media pages and send an email to let 
you know. Thank you for your patience!

Update on Staff Transitions
As announced previously, we have two staff 
transitions coming up soon. Robb Carlson will be 
moving to Utah at the end of this month and Kim 
Pace will be retiring at the end of July. We have 
begun search processes to fill these positions and 
will share more information as it is available.

Refugee Welcome Bags
We are collecting items for Lutheran Family 
Services that will go in Welcome Bags given to 
new refugee families when they arrive at the 
airport. Needed items include water bottles, 
snacks (chips, crackers, nuts), small hand 
sanitizer bottles, small Kleenex packets, and 
chapstick. Please drop off donations in the 
church office. We are excited to be doing this 
project in collaboration with students from 
Heath Middle School.

Meals for A Family Needed
Through our connection with Centennial BOCES, 
we recently learned of an immigrant family who is 
coping with the sudden and unexpected loss of 
their mother. She leaves behind her partner, Lily, 
and their seven children (ages high school and 
younger), who are in need of meals over the next 
few months. We would like to be able to provide 
dinners on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
for their family. To sign up to provide a meal or for 
more information, please visit 
https://mealtrain.com/62eyy8 or reach out to 
Rev. Tamara (revtamara@firstconggreeley.com).

https://gofund.me/00b5238d

